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Lynette, Larry and Jonah Bassman    

Lynette, Larry, and Jonah Bassman moved to Fresno in 1997 when Lynette began teaching at the California School of Professional Psychology.  Lynette grew up in Connecticut, went to college in Massachusetts, and moved to New York City for graduate studies, eventually achieving her Ph.D. in psychology from New York University.  In addition to her teaching position she maintains a private psychotherapy practice.  She likes the idea of cohousing because as a very busy and very shy person, cohousing is a way to more easily share daily life with friends.  She is also happy that Jonah will have grandparent surrogates in his life, since his real grandparents live on the East coast.  Larry grew up in Virginia, went to college in North Carolina, and moved to New York City where he attended the Juilliard School.  He worked as a free-lance French horn player in New York, and then went on to attend chiropractic school.  He remains very active with music endeavors.  Larry wants to live in cohousing because he likes the idea of sharing resources and the advantages of having direct access to a close-knit community.  Lynette and Larry met in New York City in 1987, were married in 1989, and their son Jonah was born there in 1995.  Jonah is an incoming fifth-grader at Bullard Talent School, and he thinks cohousing is cool because “I get to live right next to my friend and we get to play with each others’ toys.”  
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Scott, Katie and Julia Bentley

Scott, Katie, and Julia Bentley are all native Californians. Scott spent his early school years in Modesto and lived for most of his adolescence in the foothills of Sonora.  Scott moved to Fresno in 1986, where he helped out in the family business, started a family of his own, and began an extended college career, which culminated in 2001 with a Master of Social Work degree from CSU Fresno. Scott has worked for the Fresno County Department of Children and Family Service since 1997, and is currently placed as a social worker in an elementary school.  Katie was born in Sonora, California, in 1988.  She has gone to school in Fresno since the second grade, where she has enjoyed sports and other extracurricular activities, experienced rewarding relationships, and has had good academic success.  As Katie prepares for her senior year and college, she is excited about the prospects that life after high school holds for her.  Julia was born in Clovis, California, in 1991.  Like her sister, Julia’s school experience has been very rewarding.  She continues to be very active in various sports and theater (which she and her sister have enjoyed together on occasion).  Julia is excited (and a little bit nervous) to begin her first year of high school in the fall.  The Bentleys are very happy to be a part of cohousing.  The “intentional community”—or “traditional neighborhood”—they have looked forward to, is being forged along the way through the work and play of building community together. 
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George Burman and Pat Looney-Burman

George Burman and Pat Looney-Burman moved to the Fresno area in 1989 from Hawaii.  George began a second career as a high school science teacher and Pat continued her work as a speech-language pathologist.  Both George and Pat grew up in small town environments, George in northern CA and Pat in the Midwest, where they enjoyed true neighborhood living.  They’re excited about living in a real neighborhood again in the cohousing community with their three cats.  After attending his first cohousing presentation, George realized that he didn’t want to “grow old in a traditional ‘senior’ residence, surrounded by old geezers complaining about Medicare.”  Since their own grandchildren don’t live nearby, both Pat and George look forward to having a number of surrogate grandchildren as neighbors. George plans to continue his woodworking in the cohousing workshop, and Pat looks forward to learning how to cook for a large group. 
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George and Susan Coberly

We moved to Fresno in 1988. George was born in Salina, Kansas, and graduated high school in a suburb of Los Angeles.  Susan was born in Martinez, California, and graduated high school in a different suburb of Los Angeles.  George comes from a large family, having four brothers and one sister.  Susan comes from a smaller family, having only one sibling, a brother.  George has a daughter from an earlier marriage, and we have two adult sons.  All together we have three grandchildren.   In high school and in the Navy, George played the bassoon.  George worked variously for a city in Public Works, and as a contractor.   After high school, Susan went to college for one year, and then worked for a phone company.  We met in Los Angeles and were married in 1965.  George worked for the U.S. Government as an engineer.  When our sons were very young, George was injured in an industrial accident.   Once our sons were in elementary school, Susan went back to college.  After ten years in junior college, Sonoma State University, and graduate school, Susan graduated from Hastings and U.C. Berkeley in 1988, with a law degree and a Master’s in City Planning. Susan worked five years in a Fresno law firm.  Since 1993, she has worked for the County of Fresno in the County Counsel’s office.  We are drawn to cohousing because of the promise of vital community life it offers to all ages.  
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Barbara Cutright
I am the third generation in my family to live in Fresno.  I am retired from the education profession where I was a teacher, reading specialist and administrator.  I am divorced with two adult sons.  I have one grandson who is three.  I enjoy walking, nature, travel, volunteering and my two dogs.  I have been involved with the Unitarian Universalist Church since 1994.  I was introduced to cohousing when I went to a meeting with the architect involved in our project.  I visited two cohousing projects in California and one in Denmark.  For me the most important aspects of cohousing are:  a sharing community and the environmental and energy saving features of our project.  I like the fact that I can choose my neighbors and get to know them before choosing the house where I will live.  I look forward to building lasting friendships with people with like values.
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Don Gaede
I first heard about the co-housing concept from an article in Time magazine 10-15 years ago.  The article described a group of people on Bainbridge Island, WA that had built separate living spaces, but often shared meals together in a large common house, and enjoyed a close-knit community feeling.  The idea intrigued me.  I would like to live in a setting where there is more interaction and sharing than in the typical American neighborhood.   There would be the pleasure of living and co-operating with a group of people with shared values, but also a respect for privacy. 

A major attraction for me is the group of people who are already signed on to this project; they are all people with whom I would love to be neighbors.  

I grew up in Fresno, but lived in Santa Barbara, Loma Linda, and Cleveland during while getting educated. I am a physician specializing in internal medicine and vascular medicine. My 

daughter and son are 20 and 25 years young.  I enjoy singing, dancing, and climbing an occasional small rock.
Diana and Lizzie Greer
    Diana and Lizzie Greer currently live in Saxtons River, Vermont and, despite the distance, are very excited about living in cohousing in Fresno.  Diana has degrees in Library Science and Business.  Diana, aka as mom, is semi-retired but is currently trying her hand at real estate sales.  Her past work experience includes years in Human Resources at Chase and Chemical banks where she acted as an in-house consultant, designing and delivering training programs throughout the US.  After leaving banking, Diana worked as a librarian at Brattleboro, Vt. High School and two girls’ schools in New England.   Hobbies include reading (history, fiction, mysteries, and anything else that is handy), gardening (recent accomplishments include her first shade garden and a growing assortment of lilies) and traveling (England, Mexico, Ecuador, and Maine).  Diana’s political leanings are of the more liberal variety but she would not in consider herself an activist.

     Lizzie is 15 and entering the 10Th grade.  Her interests include music (listening as well as playing flute, piano, violin and voice) boys, fashion, sports (snowboarding, soccer, baseball, and lacrosse).  Quite to her mother’s amazement she actually understands football and enjoys watching the game on TV.  

     Although Diana and Lizzie both love Vermont and plan to return there for summers, they are looking forward to their move to California and to becoming a part of Fresno cohousing.  Diana is particularly looking forward to winter days that are more than 4 hours long and are above freezing. Having an extended family that could fit around a small dining table, Diana feels it is particularly important to be surrounded by neighbors/friends who function as family’.  She also does not want Lizzie to be burdened by the single-child-responsible-for-her-single-parent syndrome as they both grow older.  Lizzie is thinking ahead about attending college in California where she hopes to study fashion.   As an African American, Lizzie is also looking forward to the greater racial diversity that California offers.  
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Beverly and Neil Horsley 
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Neil and Beverly Horsley moved from Bakersfield to Fresno in 1958 so Neil could attend Fresno State College on the GI Bill.  After Neil graduated he worked as an Electrical Estimator and Project Manager for the next 36 years.  Beverly went back to school and received her Masters degree in Speech Pathology in 1974.  She worked for Fresno Unified School District for 25 years as a Speech Therapist and Special Ed Classroom teacher.  Bev and Neil have lived in their home since 1960 where they raised three sons. They now have five grandchildren and one great-grandchild. They realize that leaving their home, with all its memories, to become part of the Fresno Cohousing Group, will be difficult, and are busy planning for this next phase of their lives.  They are ready to scale down their lifestyle and look forward to continuing their retirement in a supportive intergenerational community with a common vision and shared values.

Carmen Ilic
The Cohousing concept has fascinated me from the moment I first heard about it.  Participating in our own Fresno/Clovis Cohousing creation and development has been incredibly interesting.  Learning to reach consensus, understanding the process, interacting with everybody in our group, working in the “Getting it Built” workshops, sharing potlucks, it all gives me a taste of what living in cohousing will be.  It makes me very optimistic about the future, and I hope the concept spreads rapidly and that more people can share it and live it.  In the meanwhile, I’m excited and happy to see it coming to fruition, and hopeful to start living in it.
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Pat Moore

Why do I want to be part of cohousing?  Because I want to enjoy the remainder of my life surrounded by people who want to know me and share their lives with me.  I want to be part of a close-knit multi-generational community that values differences in people, cares deeply about their and others children, respects the environment; strives to live peacefully and democratically together.  I have no immediate family in Fresno.  My only daughter and son-in-law live four hours distant.  At some time in the future I will no longer be able to drive that far to visit them.  In cohousing it will be convenient and pleasurable for them to come visit me.  They are happy that I have made this decision.  I now live alone in a three-bedroom house that is beginning to seem too large for my needs.  I have an herb and flower garden, plus 19 fruit trees on almost a third of an acre.  My yard is my pride and joy, and I love to work in it every day.  But it too is beginning to seem like too much.  In cohousing I will have a smaller home without the sole responsibility for maintaining it.  There will be a common garden and fruit trees. There will be shared activities, meals, work, and leisure time.  And companionship.  What more could one ask for?
Kathryn Reid
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I moved to the area in 2000, living in North Fork for three years and moving to Fresno in early 2004. I work as a nurse-practioner and midwife in a private practice. I grew up in Lakewood, Ohio, a suburb of Cleveland, and got my BS in nursing at the U of M in Ann Arbor and my MS in nursing at the U of Illinois at Chicago. After grad school, in 1982, my then -11-year-old daughter and I   moved to Orange County where I met and married my late husband. We lived there for ten years before moving to Eugene, OR for my husband to attend grad school. He died in 1998. I have been interested in co-housing since 1992 when I first read about the Davis group. I am so happy to have found co-housing right here in Fresno. I look forward to living among people whom I know well and with whom I share the vision and values of co-housing. I love to dance and sing, hike and travel. I live with two cats in a little bungalow in The Tower district. My daughter, now 34, and her husband live near Grass Valley.

Barbara River

    I am originally from New England where I grew up in Massachusetts (Melrose) and then lived in Cambridge for 14 years, 7.5 of which were in a cooperative living house. I then moved on to Western Mass to a small town named Leverett where I raised my son David and daughter Susannah.  During most of my years in Massachusetts I was very active politically in different social justice issues.  I am an RN and worked at the Brattleboro Retreat for almost twenty years.  I was involved in organizing a union while there and was President of the Union for a couple of years.  For my last ten years in New England, I lived in southern Vermont where I continued to be active politically and became more conscious of living softly on the earth.  Hiking the Long Trail in Vermont with my dog Ben over a two year period is one of my fondest memories.
    Ben (a really great old dog) and I came to Fresno almost two years ago, originally planning to stay for just a few months.  My daughter and son had both moved to California and Sue had a newborn and a three year old.  I wanted to spend a few months working and spending time as a grandma.  Luckily, right around the time I was supposed to return to Vermont and leave the kids behind, I found Cohousing.  A desire to live in a community or a
really involved neighborhood has been an ongoing desire since leaving Cambridge many years ago.  As an introvert who often would rather spend time alone reading or working in the garden, cohousing is really the perfect solution.  It is a place to watch kids and friends grow and to easily connect to other humans without having to make a big deal of it.  
   Continuing to work as a psychiatric nurse is a part of being in Fresno but the huge and important parts are the kids and cohousing.  The only thing to dislike about cohousing is the fact that we can not move in tomorrow but the path along the way has always been both interesting and fun.

